
 

Don Carlos Hempstead 

 

Don Carlos Hempstead was a First Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps Reserve 

who also went to Washington State University. He was born on August 23rd, 1920, his parents 

are Don Carlos Hempstead (Father) and Jessie C. Hempstead (Mother). Don’s father worked at 

the international revenue office in Spokane WA. Don also had two siblings, Guss S. Hempstead 

(Brother) and a younger sister Marygale Hempstead, they lived together in Spokane Washington 

up until 1938 when he graduated high school. Don Went to Lewis and Clark high school in 

Spokane WA, and their school has made a plaque to honor veterans that served in World War 2. 

On this plaque Don’s name is engraved and displayed in the school along with other members 

who went to that school and served in the military as well. After high school Don went to a 

recruiter and asked the Marine Corps if he could join and ended up joining the Marine Corps 

reserve. Don took the officer route for the military where he will do college to get an education 

while in the reserves and then start his military training after completion of school. In 1940 he 

started his college education at Washington State University in Pullman WA, there he was 

studying Electrical Engineering. While attending WSU Mr. Hempstead lived at Stimson Hall on 

campus and joined they Montezuma club. While in this club Don played baseball and made it 

into the evergreen paper when his team played against Tau Kappa Epsilon on May 9th, 1941, to 

which they lost by 1 point. The game was apparently very exciting since the beginning in that it 

was a neck and neck game where Hempstead took the lead (gaining attention on the evergreen) 

but lost in the end by 1 point. In 1941 Don Hempstead got his orders to serve his country to help 

the war in the pacific, he was assigned to 1stBn, 22ndMarReinf, 5th AC, FMF (see abbreviations 



below). The 1stbn 22nd marines is a very old infantry unit in the marine corps that was first 

activated in the 1860’s and still a part of the military today. Don was assigned to this unit which 

saw most of its combat in various battles in Germany, but also supported other marine forces in 

the pacific as a reinforcement unit to help the battles while pushing up the islands towards Japan. 

Don Hempstead was a platoon leader in company C and they participated in various island 

landings and engagements, some of these were Engebi, Perry Islands, Eniwok Atoll, and 

Marshall Islands in February 18-19 and February 22, 1944.  During these landings Don was 

recommended to be awarded the Navy Cross for exemplary leadership and sacrifice for his 

platoon and his country. Unfortunately, 1stLT Hempstead was grievously injured on Engebi and 

Perry islands after leading his platoon and fighting off many Japanese soldiers. These wounds 

were too severe to heal from and he later died on Marshall Island. July 26, 1944. For his 

outstanding heroism and performance in duty he was later awarded the navy cross for his actions. 

Don Hempstead is currently buried at The Golden Gate National Cemetery and is honored at the 

National WW2 Memorial in Washington D.C. for his service to his country.  

 

Listed below is more information about Don Carlos Hempstead and some resources that 

can be used. 

 

 

 

 Resources: 

1. https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/ 

2. https://www.wwiimemorial.com/Registry/Search.aspx 

https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
https://www.wwiimemorial.com/Registry/Search.aspx


3. https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_World_War_II_Cemetery

_Records 

4. http://valor.defense.gov/Portals/24/Documents/ServiceCross/USMCNavyCross-

WWII.pdf] 

5. http://1-22infantry.org/ 

6. https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/7688 

 

 

 Abbreviations:  

1. BN: Battalion 

2. MarReinf: Marine Reinforcement 

3. AC: Active Component 

4. FMF: Fleet Marine Force 

5. WW2: World War 2 

 

Navy Cross Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting 

the Navy Cross to Second Lieutenant Don C. Hempstead, Jr. (MCSN: 0-19640), United States 

Marine Corps Reserve, for extraordinary heroism as a Platoon Leader of Company C, First 

Battalion, Twenty-Second Marines (Reinforced), First Provisional Marine Brigade, Fifth 

Amphibious Corps, during action against enemy Japanese forces on Engebi and Parry Islands, 

Eniwetok Atoll, Marshals Group, on 18, 19 and 22 February 1944. Dauntlessly leading his 

platoon in hand-to-hand combat immediately upon landing, First Lieutenant Hempstead pressed 

home the attack and, striking fiercely on both islands, neutralized the immediate opposition. 

When his platoon suffered heavy casualties in the assault on Parry island, he refused evacuation 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_World_War_II_Cemetery_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_World_War_II_Cemetery_Records
http://valor.defense.gov/Portals/24/Documents/ServiceCross/USMCNavyCross-WWII.pdf
http://valor.defense.gov/Portals/24/Documents/ServiceCross/USMCNavyCross-WWII.pdf
http://1-22infantry.org/
https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/7688


for his own wound and, determined to crush all resistance, continually exposed himself to enemy 

fire to lead his men in the offensive throughout the day. Quick to observe a fellow officer 

wounded and under attack, First Lieutenant Hempstead unhesitatingly went to his aid and, 

personally killing four of the Japanese and driving numerous others to flight with grenades and 

carbine fire, saved the life of his comrade. By his initiative, courage, forceful leadership and 

unwavering devotion to duty, he served as an inspiration to his men, and his gallant conduct 

throughout upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

 

     Pictures: 

1. Spokane Newspaper 

2. Letter of recommendation for Navy Cross award. 

3. Continuation of Letter of Recommendation 

4. Image of Don C. Hempstead in Uniform 

5. Lewis and Clark High School Memorial for their servicemember students. 

6. Stimson Hall Montezuma Members Group Photo, with Don C. Hempstead listed. 

7. Washington State Evergreen newspaper (Intramurals) Don C. Hempstead listed 

about their baseball match. 















 


